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SUBJECT: 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ENDING OF BERLIN AIRLIFT 



REF: 



A. BERLIN 0285 

B. BONN 02605 

C. STATE 013572 

1. CURRENT STATUS OF PLANNING FOR AIRLIFT COMMEMORATION 
CEREMONIES, SUPPLEMENTING INFO REF A, IS AS FOLLOWS: 

(1) INSTEAD OF BANQUET (PARA 4, REF A), SENAT NOW 
PLANS LARGE RECEPTION IN TEMPELHOF HANGAR, WHICH WE 
HAVE AGREED TO MAKE AVAILABLE FOR PURPOSE. HONORED 
GUESTS WOULD BE SEATED AND SPEECHES BY ALLIED AND 
GERMAN REPS (TO BE DETERMINED) WOULD BE BRIEF. 

(2) SENAT PROMISES GUEST LIST WITHIN WEEK. IN 
ADDITION TO ALLIED GUESTS PREVIOUSLY SUGGESTED, SENAT 
HAS INDICATED IT WOULD LIKE TO INVITE COMMANDERS TO 
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AIRPORT CONTROL TOWER DURING AIRLIFT. WE HAVE 
CONCURRED, AND HAVE URGED SENAT TO GET ALL INVITATIONS 
IN MAIL, SINCE THEY INDICATED NONE HAVE AS YET BEEN 
FORMALLY EXTENDED. FRENCH HAVE TAKEN STRONG POSITION 
AGAINST EXTENDING INVITATIONS TO INCLUDE GOVERNMENTAL 
REPRESENTATIVES: BRITISH APPEAR DISINCLINED TO HAVE 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES BUT AWAIT WORD FROM LONDON. 

(3) THERE WILL BE SINGLE EXHIBIT AT TEMPELHOF 
OPEN TO PUBLIC MAY 12 AFTER WREATH-LAYING CEREMONEY, 
WHICH WILL INCLUDE ALLIED TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND FILM OF AIRLIFT, ETC., WITH POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION OF ALLIED BANDS AND DRILL TEAMS THIS 
WILL BE ON MUCH SMALER SCALE THAN ANNUAL TEMPELHOF 
OPEN HOUSE WHICH WILL TAKE PALCE AS USUAL IN FALL. 

2. MAJOR OPEN QUESTION AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED 
IS POSSIBLE ATTENDANCE BY WASHINGTO REPRESENTATIVES 
AS INDICATED PARA 2, REF A, WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
THOUGHTS EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE, TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT ALLIED VIEWS NOTED ABOVE, .KLF.TN 
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